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has known and has been in continuous use
for 171 years. Hand-hewn and built to stand
the test of time, the church remains a beau-
tifully simplistic structure.

Formally incorporated as a Congregational
Church in 1873, Lyme Congregational U.C.C.
calls itself “A Family Church Where All Are
Welcome” and this motto rings as true today
as at the church’s founding. Families have
grown and maintained the church through
many markers of history: It was founded less
than 10 years after the first settlers arrived in
the Firelands of Northwest Ohio and only 2
years after the first people came to Bellevue.
It was standing for 6 years already when the
Erie Canal opened, and 16 years when
Oberlin College—the first in the U.S. to admit
women and African Americans—was estab-
lished. The church continued in witness to his-
tory as our Nation passed through the Civil
War, the joining of the Transcontinental Rail-
road in 1886, the Wright Brothers’ Kitty Hawk
flight in 1903, the introduction of the Model T
Ford, World War |, the Suffrage of Women in
1919, World War Il, the Korean War, the dawn
of the space program, the first moon walk in
1969, the Vietnam War and the tragic shoot-
ings at Kent State University nearby, the col-
lapse of the Twin Towers in New York in
2001, two Gulf Wars and United Nations mis-
sions, from telegraph to telephone to cellular
phones, from the writing of letters to radio to
television to computers and digital cameras.
Through all of these incredible changes in one
continuous thread of history, 36 ministers have
led this flock. The members celebrate their
history and have carefully preserved artifacts
and documents from the church’s founding
nearly two centuries ago.

In the Book of Psalms in the Holy Bible
Psalm 100 tells Christians, “Make a joyful
noise unto the Lord all ye lands. Serve the
Lord with gladness: come before His presence
with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is God:
it is He that has made us, and not we our-
selves; we are His people and the sheep of
His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanks-
giving, and into His courts with praise: be
thankful unto Him and bless His name. For the
Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting and His
truth endures to all generations.” Few con-
gregations can attest to the message in this
Scripture as well as that of Lyme Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ. | am very
pleased to acknowledge this anniversary cele-
bration and join in a remembrance of the past,
reflection of the present, and hope for the fu-
ture.

——————

HONORING MR. CHARLES TISDALE
FEARLESS CHAMPION OF CIVIL
RIGHTS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | would like to recognize the life of
Mr. Charles Tisdale, a fearless champion of
civil rights within the African-American commu-
nity. Mr. Tisdale was the owner of The Jack-
son Advocate Newspaper, which gave a voice
to African-Americans in Jackson and through-
out the state of Mississippi.

Charles Tisdale, an Alabama native who
fought for civil rights as owner and publisher
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of Mississippi’s oldest black-owned newspaper
was born November 5, 1926, in Athens, Ala-
bama. Tisdale purchased The Jackson Advo-
cate in 1978 from the newspaper’s first owner,
Percy Green. For 20 years, Mr. Tisdale’s influ-
ential talk show on WMPR in Jackson, often
took elected leaders, both black and white, to
task for not effectively serving their commu-
nities.

Mr. Tisdale was not only a civil rights activ-
ist but a front-line leader. He did not write from
a dark room but led several marches, putting
his life in danger to advance the civil rights of
African-Americans in his community. Tisdale’s
civil rights record extends back to the 1960s,
when he joined Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in
protest marches. Mr. Tisdale was with Dr.
King when the civil rights crusader was assas-
sinated in Memphis.

Mr. Tisdale often faced repercussions for his
outspoken nature. He received several death
threats, some of which resulted in his news-
paper office in Jackson being firebombed on
two separate occasions. The last occurrence
was in 1998, when gasoline was doused over
furniture and molotov cocktails were thrown
through the windows. The 1998 attack re-
sulted in $100,000 damages. Clinton Moses,
of Jackson, later pleaded guilty to the crime
and told authorities that Louis Armstrong, a
member of the Jackson City Council paid him
$500 to commit the firebombing. Mr. Arm-
strong was never charged in the case.
Throughout the years of adversity, Mr. Tisdale
continued his courageous fight.

Despite sagging circulation of the Jackson
Advocate over the past five years, the news-
paper continued to receive several honors, in-
cluding the National Black Chamber of Com-
merce Newspaper of the Year, the Nation of
Islam Freedom Fighter Award and the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference Jour-
nalism Award. Mr. Tisdale’s reputation spread
far beyond the state of Mississippi. The Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers Association, a
trade association of more than 200 black-ori-
ented community newspapers, has named one
of its top awards after him.

He took the lead in publishing articles on
civil rights violations and was unrelenting in
his fight against racism, injustice, discrimina-
tion and corruption by government officials. He
never gave up on a story and in the end the
truth always prevailed.

| will always remember Charles Tisdale as a
man of extraordinary courage, who cared
deeply about the struggles of African-Ameri-
cans fighting for justice.

Please join me today in honoring a truly
courageous civil rights leader, Mr. Charles Tis-
dale.

—————

TRIBUTE TO RABBI NARDUS
GROEN

HON. JOE SESTAK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and honor the life of a husband,
father, grandfather, great grandfather, brother,
son, veteran, and community leader—Rabbi
Nardus Groen, who passed away on Wednes-
day, June 13 after living a full life of commu-
nity service.

July 13, 2007

Rabbi Nardus Groen was born in Rot-
terdam, the Netherlands, on December 18,
1919 and grew to become a hero and a family
man. As a member of the Dutch Underground
during World War Il, Rabbi Groen was cap-
tured by German soldiers multiple times and
heroically managed to escape each time. One
particular act of heroism occurred in 1940
when Groen was guarding a Jewish hospital in
the Netherlands during its evacuation. Al-
though the patients had escaped, Groen was
protecting a group of Jewish nurses as the
Nazis approached. Selflessly, he slipped on a
Red Cross arm band and escorted the nurses
into a room. When the Nazis asked who was
in the room, Groen explained that he was car-
ing for patients with Scarlet Fever. Fearing the
illness, the Nazis spared the Jewish nurses,
including Groen’s future wife, the former
Sipora Rodriguez-Lopes.

After World War 1l, Rabbi Nardus Groen
served at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
under the American Marine Corps. Following
his stint with the Marines, Groen worked as a
psychologist at a Jewish orphanage for Holo-
caust survivors. He helped countless youths
cope with one of the greatest tragedies in
human history. Two years later, he began to
serve as a rabbi at the oldest congregation in
the Western Hemisphere in Surinam. Groen
led a mixed Sephardic Ashkenazic congrega-
tion in Surinam until 1952 when he served as
a rabbi in Einhoven, the Netherlands. He be-
came one of the foremost leaders of his com-
munity, uniting two different cultures in one
synagogue.

Nardus Groen moved to Lansdale, PA as a
renowned rabbi in 1963 where he served as
Beth Israel Synagogue’s rabbi for 13 years.
He provided guidance and spiritual leadership
to Beth Israel’s community, helping his com-
munity grow to the vibrant Jewish center it is
today. Groen moved back to Europe and re-
tired in 1986 as the chief rabbi for the eastern
six provinces of the Netherlands. He lived
what he preached and will be remembered
across the Netherlands.

After his retirement, Rabbi Groen and his
loving wife Sipora lived in the Netherlands and
Delray Beach, Florida after his retirement be-
fore permanently settling in Florida in 2005.
Rabbi Groen spent his last years as a loving
father to Marcel Groen, Leo Groen, Ruben
Groen, David Groen, and Debra Groen; a lov-
ing brother to Meyers Groen and Sophia
Groen; a loving grandfather and great grand-
father to twelve grandchildren and six great
grandchildren; and a loving husband to Sipora
Groen.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
honoring and remembering Rabbi Nardus
Groen. Through his hard work, Rabbi Groen
has spread hope across three continents and
will be remembered as a strong leader, a car-
ing mentor, and a true mensch.

——

HONORING MR. JOHNNY L. SUT-
TON, FORMER MAYOR OF THE
CITY OF CIBOLO

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Johnny L. Sutton, the former
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mayor of the City of Cibolo, in honor of his ex-
emplary leadership in the growth of the city
during his tenure.

Johnny Sutton served for two years as
Mayor of the City of Cibolo starting in 2005.
During his tenure, Mr. Sutton established the
Cibolo Economic Development Corporation,
the Capital Improvement Plan Citizens’ Over-
sight Committee, and the Community Develop-
ment Department. He also helped instill sev-
eral civic programs to increase pedestrian and
driver safety at schools. Mr. Sutton increased
levels of police protection, ended the four-year
cycle of deficit budgets, and secured over 14
million dollars in capital improvement with no
tax increase.

Under Mayor Sutton’s leadership, Cibolo
constructed new draining projects, recon-
structed streets, and purchased agricultural fa-
cilities for conversion to public recreational
use. During his tenure, the city saw its popu-
lation expand by over 50 percent and devel-
oped resources through partnerships with
Canyon Regional Water Authority and the Re-
gional Water Alliance. Mr. Sutton brought his
prior experience as Councilman in the City of
Cibolo to his role as Mayor.

Mr. Johnny Sutton truly led by example and
it is to his credit that the City of Cibolo has
seen an improvement in its business capital,
and a renewal of infrastructure projects. The
city is a better place because of him.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have this
time to recognize former Mayor Johnny L. Sut-
ton, and | thank you for this time.

———

TRIBUTE TO BOURNS, INC. ON ITS
60TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to an organization
whose contributions to the community of Riv-
erside, California are exceptional. Riverside
has been fortunate to have dynamic and out-
standing businesses that enrich the lives of
their employees, produce quality products and
help make Riverside a wonderful place to live
and work. On Saturday, July 14, 2007 Bourns,
Incorporated will celebrate its 60th Anniver-
sary.

Bourns, Inc. was founded by Marlan and
Rosemary Bourns—two exceptional individuals
who are also celebrating sixty years of mar-
riage—six decades ago. They started out in a
384 square foot space in Altadena, California.
The goal of the company was to provide a
method of accurately determining an aircraft's
pitch attitude which would solve a crucial prob-
lem for pilots. The success in providing this
method catapulted them onto the world
stage—they became a global corporation and
manufacture a range of products that impact
almost every aspect of today’s electronics in-
dustry.

Bourns, Inc. moved their headquarters to
Riverside, California located in my congres-
sional district and have nine other locations
around the world. Throughout the vyears,
Bourns has prided itself on quality, value and
innovation. Their product line now includes
precision potentiometers, panel controls,
encoders, resistor/capacitor networks, chip re-
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sistors/arrays, inductors, transformers, reset-
table fuses, thyristor-based overvoltage pro-
tectors, line feed resistors, gas discharge
tubes, telephone station protectors, 5—pin pro-
tectors, industrial signal, irrigation and petro-
leum protectors, CATV coax protectors, signal
data  protectors, indoor and  outdoor
POTsplitters, network interface devices, and
integrated circuits.

Bourns, Inc. is a multiple recipient of the
Supplier Excellence Award, Top Supplier
Award, Outstanding Performance Award, Pre-
ferred Supplier award, among others. They
serve a wide-range of industries including
Automotive Electronics, Test and Measure-
ment, Medical Electronics, Consumer Equip-
ment, Telecommunications, and Portable Elec-
tronics. Bourns, Inc. continues to grow, inno-
vate and lead.

It is my pleasure to recognize Bourns, Inc.
and its world-class employees for sixty years
of exceptional service as well as thank them
for their contributions to the community of Riv-
erside, California. Bourns, Inc. not only pro-
vides quality products to their customers but
also provides a positive place to work. | know
that many community leaders are grateful for
Bourns, Inc. and salute them on their 60th An-
niversary.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF SPRINGS
RESCUE MISSION

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the invaluable contributions
made by Springs Rescue Mission to the Colo-
rado Springs community. Over the past eleven
years, through its tireless dedication to the
teachings of Christ, Springs Rescue Mission
has served more than one million meals, pro-
vided countless household goods, offered in-
struction, and ministered to the less fortunate.

A member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions, the largest provider of free
meals and shelter in the world, Springs Res-
cue Mission is funded entirely by the contribu-
tions of private citizens, corporations, and
churches. It is through this generosity that the
Mission is able to hold its annual “Great
Thanksgiving Banquet” and Christmas dinner,
boast the second largest food bank in Colo-
rado Springs, and, through its Samaritans
Kitchen feed the hungry with over 2,500 meals
per week. In addition to providing food, cloth-
ing, and furniture, the Mission also offers ca-
reer development and an opportunity for self-
sufficiency.

On July 20th, the Mission will open the
doors of its newly renovated Resource Center
which will provide no-cost emergency services
to men, women, and children who lack the
basic necessities of life. In addition to this cen-
ter, the Mission also has an upcoming project
to house as many as fifty men facing home-
lessness or substance abuse. Springs Rescue
Mission welcomes those for whom hope
seems lost—knowing that “joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more
than over ninety and nine just persons, which
need no repentance.” (Luke 15:7). Through in-
structing participants about the love of God
and the power of prayer, these programs pro-
vide the tools necessary for rebuilding lives.
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Today, | offer my sincere congratulations to
the Springs Rescue Mission on this newest
achievement. | am grateful for all that the or-
ganization has done for my constituents in
Colorado Springs, and am pleased to see this
wonderful institution growing and expanding to
meet the needs of our community.

——————

LIAM SWAN’'S ‘“ODE TO THE
FALLEN SOLDIERS OF IRAQ”

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to honor Liam
Swan, a constituent of mine who is currently
a student at Oliver Pierce Middle School in
Ramona, CA. One of our local hometown pa-
pers in San Diego County, the Ramona Home
Journal, recently printed a poem written by
Liam that memorializes and pays tribute to the
servicemen and women who have made the
ultimate sacrifice fighting to preserve freedom
in Irag. His poem, titled “Ode to the Fallen
Soldiers of Iraq,” follows:

To all you brave soldiers who have fallen in
Iraq,

Who left the comforting embrace of

Family, friends, and home

To fight and protect the freedom of others

In a faraway dry, dusty and desolate land,

We Americans honor and salute you.

Like dry leaves we must crumble and toss

Our differences aside.

Where you are

Hawk or Dove,

Democrat or Republican,

Liberal or Conservative,

We must first be Americans

Who honor the fallen heroes that fought for
us.

For you bravely laid down your lives,

Spilling your blood and dreams

In a foreign land,

For a foreign people

For an American Cause,

Know that you will be greatly missed,

Know that you will always be remembered

For your sacrifice,

For your courage and convictions.

Your bright and promising light

Extinguished too soon,

We celebrate and honor your memory

You fallen soldiers of Iraq.

As ranking Republican on the House Armed
Services Committee, | share Liam’s strong
support, appreciation and respect for our serv-
icemen and women. | am particularly pleased
each time | learn about Americans, like Liam,
who are willing to use their creative talents to
ensure the memory of those who have volun-
tarily left the comfort of their homes to defend
and protect the interests of the American peo-
ple, are never forgotten.

Madam Speaker, Liam’s words reflect our
Nation’s overwhelming gratitude to the millions
of uniformed military men and women that
have answered the call to duty with unques-
tioned courage and commitment. | wish Liam
continued success in his academic efforts and
it is with absolute pride that | rise today to
share his inspiring and patriotic tribute with my
colleagues.
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